Richard Hudson

Managing Director

Arthurs Seat Chairlift Pty Ltd

3 Glenone Avenue

Dromana, Victoria 3936

Wednesday 25th August 2010

The Hon John Brumby MLA

Premier of Victoria

1 Treasury Place

 Melbourne, Victoria 3002

Dear Premier

The Arthur Seat Chairlift’s 50th anniversary will be celebrated on Wednesday 22nd December this year. The form of the celebration is yet to be decided because the lift has been closed for more than four years due to a protracted impasse involving the Victorian Workcover Authority and Parks Victoria.

Arthurs Seat Chairlift is indeed a sorry sight. Parks Victoria wire mesh surrounds the entrance to the chairlift, the chairs are in storage and the tearooms at the base are closed. Instead of happy tourists and excited children the scene is, paradoxically, moribund. I say paradoxically because the chairlift itself is now state-of-the art. The lift has been rebuilt to the latest standards. It is virtually a brand new machine with new pylons and new drive, table, brakes and controls. 
There is considerable dismay among business people and tourism operators about the various impacts the closure of the chairlift is having on this beautiful region. There are two things on which everyone is in furious agreement: bureaucratic intransigence is preventing the lift from restarting - and no one wants to see this tourist icon end up on the scrapheap.
Mr Premier, this letter is an invitation to you to visit the Arthurs Seats Chairlift at your convenience and to let me explain our frustrations. Parks Victoria refuses to grant Arthurs Seat Chairlift Pty Ltd a lease and today I see the Department has an EOI process in train again – this time for 50 years!. The scenic chairlift is ready to run, complete with the addition of Belleville washers that were required by WorksSafe. But, for some inexplicable reason, Parks Victoria has pulled the rug from under my feet.  It would seem now that the Arthurs Seat Scenic Chairlift will end up on the scrapheap.  This is demonstrably wrong, unfair and, as some people have said to me, un-Australian.
I am confident that when you hear the story first-hand you will not only be astonished that it has been allowed to get to this stage but also that you will be able to influence government departments to ensure that a Parks Victoria lease is granted to me without delay and that Victorian Workcover Authority will accept expert engineering advice about the safety of the Arthurs Seat Chairlift that you see today.

I realise that your schedule is busy. If you can come here to see the operation at a date to suit you in September, you would be most welcome to join us for refreshments and a briefing at the Summit. If this is not possible then we would be delighted to come to you.
 Kind regards,

Richard Hudson C.Eng.M.I.Mech.E

Managing Director

Arthurs Seat Chairlift Pty Ltd

